
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Quarter 2017 Louisiana Timber Market Report1 
By Dr. Shaun Tanger, LSU AgCenter Forest Economist 
 

 

Louisiana Stumpage Prices  

  

1st  Quarter 2017  

  

Change from prior Quarter  

  

Product Class  

  

Price Per Ton  

  

% Change  

  

Pine Sawtimber  

  

26.00 

 

-4 

  

Pine Chip-N-Saw  

  

20.00  

 

5 

  

Pine Pulpwood  

  

10.50 

  

9  

  

Oak Sawtimber  

  

43.00  

  

-3  

  

Mixed Hardwood 

Sawtimber 

  

35.00 

  

-11 

  

Hardwood Pulpwood  

  

8.50  

  

-10 

Price Conversions:  

Pine Sawtimber/ MBF= Tons * 8   Hardwood Sawtimber/ MBF = Tons * 9.5   

CNS and Pine Pulpwood Cords = Tons * 2.7  Hardwood Pulpwood = Tons * 2.8  

 
 

                                                           
1
 The following document is intended for use by owners of forested land in Louisiana. The source of these prices is proprietary in 

nature and are therefore rounded per agreements to disseminate to the general public. The prices I report are also state 
averages and the LDAF numbers are by specific regions. I recommend using both to aid in decisions about purchases, sales, and 
determining harvesting schedules. As always communicate with a consultant forester on prices before executing contracted 
agreements with wood buyers. 
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Emerald Ash Borer Found in Three More Parishes 
 
Emerald Ash Borer has been positively identified in the parishes of Bienville, Jackson, and Morehouse.  This 
brings the total number of parishes with EAB to 8.  The Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry, 
LDAF, is in the process of placing these three new parishes under EAB quarantine.  If you have any 
questions, please contact your district LDAF office. 
 
District LDAF office locations and contact numbers: 
 
District 1 – Haughton, 318-949-3225 
District 2 – Monroe, 318-345-7595 
District 3 – Trout, 318-992-1400 
District 4 – Oberlin, 337-639-4978 
District 5 – Opelousas, 337-948-0230 
District 6 – Hammond, 985-543-4057 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Current 
Louisiana 
Emerald Ash 
Borer 
Distribution 
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Enhanced Planting Can Improve Your Hardwood Forest 
 

Do you have any of these situations on your forestland? 

 A hardwood forest that was highgraded in the past, so you’re left with a lot of low quality and undesirable 
trees, both for timber and wildlife 

 A hardwood forest with a high percentage of elm, blackgum, maple or other undesirable species for timber 
and wildlife 

 A hardwood forest that maybe has desirable trees, but is fairly mature and seems to be stagnant 

 Or perhaps, you have a nice hardwood forest with desirable species, it is mature and needs to be cut, but you 
are having a hard time with the idea of cutting this aesthetically pleasing forest that provides great squirrel 
hunting and other recreational value 

 
If you have any of these scenarios, and feel like you need to do something, an enhancement planting may just be the 
right option.    To conduct an enhancement planting for hardwoods, you will need to remove some of the overstory, 
down to about 50 square feet of basal area.   Once the stand is opened up, you will plant desired species underneath 
the remaining stand.  This method works well for improving high graded stands and for improving and re-energizing 
stagnant stands.    Mulching works well with this management regime, after the harvest and before the planting.   
With or without mulching, you will need to be prepared for a LOT of competition, so a herbicide release will make a 
huge difference for your newly planted trees.   Also, if you have a feral hog problem, they love to eat, uproot and 
wipe out new seedlings.   Tubular tree protectors will help.   Electric tape is another option.   The tape is usually 
better than electric wire, because it is more visible, so hogs and deer will sniff, get zapped and leave it alone. 
 
This good information was provided at an excellent hardwood meeting I attended 1 ½ years ago in Henderson, Texas 
by Dr. Jeremy Stovall, Associate Professor of Silviculture at Stephen F. Austin State University. 
 

Smoking Up Some Good Eating! 
A few years ago, my family went on a mini vacation and stayed in a cabin at a campground in Oden, AR.   We brought 
some nice, thick pork chops to cook on the grill for supper, but we forgot the charcoal.   I walked around and picked 
up some limbs off the ground and broke them into small enough pieces to use for grilling the pork chops.   Well, as it 
turned out, these were the best grilled pork chops I have ever had in my entire life, with a wood smoked flavor that 
was exceptional!!   The limbs I had picked up were oak, and mostly blackjack oak, and there lies the secret to our 
super tasty pork chops.   So if you have a blackjack oak on your place, save the limbs for some great grilling!    
 
Here’s a list of some woods that are good for smoking meat. 
 
Oak  With a heavy smoke flavor, red oaks are good on ribs and pork, and white oaks produce   
  long lasting coals.  As you can tell from my story, I believe blackjack oak stands out.  
 
Hickory Hickory produces a rich, sharp flavor and make hot, long burning coals.  Remember, pecan is a 

hickory and is a good meat smoking wood as well. 
 
Ash Ash wood produces a lightly flavored smoke that is great for fish and poultry. 
 
Maple Maple wood is excellent for smoking tasty cheeses. 
 
Mesquite Although it’s not native to Louisiana, there’s plenty in Texas, and mesquite wood chips are available 

at many retailers.    
Apple Apple wood produces a sweet smoke that is great for poultry and pork.   Although you won’t find 

apple trees in our Ark-La-Tex forests, the southern crabapple is common and is in the same genus as 
fruiting apple trees. 
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Don’t use sumac, black locust, buckeye, mountain laurel, black walnut or anything in the rhododendron family for 
grilling.   Also stay away from pines, cedars and baldcypress. 
 
Much of this information comes from page 85 of Outdoor Life: Special Edition, Live Off the Grid, 2017.   This 
magazine, which can be found on grocery and retail store magazine racks, is full of other interesting articles for the 
outdoorsman. 
 

Oakey Dokey 
 
In Timber Tales, #157, back before the Christmas holidays, I had an oak quiz, with pictures of leaves to match to the 
name.    Afterwards, I received a note from my friend, Dr. Brian Lockhart, USDA Forest Service Research Forester at 
the Southern Research Station, Center for Bottomland Hardwoods Research in Stoneville, MS.   Dr. Lockhart noticed 
that I had left out a very important oak!!  This oak is in the red oak group, but it generally has a much better form 
than other red oaks.  If you have a stand with a high percentage of this particular oak, your timber will be more 
valuable than a stand with little or none of this oak.  So here’s a quiz.. see if you can guess this great oak!  I think 
you’ll do well on this quiz! 

                                                                                   
 
Now that we’ve gotten the rigorous testing finished, here’s some more information on cherrybark oak.   Many 
southern mixed oak/hardwood stands have a mixture of oak trees within the stands.   Cherrybark oak is often in this 
mixture, along with southern red oaks, cow oaks, white oaks, water oaks and several others.  Cherrybark oak is very 
adaptable and is often found in bottomland moist soils as well as upland dryer sites.   It is very common for a 
hardwood stand to be equally stocked with southern red and cherrybark oak.  While the species diversity is healthy, 
such a stand can be improved by favoring the cherrybark component.   Cherrybark and southern red oak are very 
similar…..as a matter of fact, when I took dendrology at LSU back in the old days, cherrybark oak, Quercus falcata, 
var. pagodaefolia was actually considered a variety of southern red oak, Quercus falcata, and that’s the way you’ll 
find it listed in Clair Brown’s, Louisiana Trees and Shrubs.   But in the early 2000’s, cherrybark oak was classified as a 
separate species, Quercus pagoda.   One big difference in these two oaks is the tree form.   Cherrybark oak is one of 
the highest valued oaks in the south because the tree generally has a much better form than southern red and many 
of the other oaks.   Often, a cherrybark oak tree will have two or three clear logs, with a nice, straight trunk and very 
few knots.  It prunes up to form a quality timber tree much better than most oaks. 
 
You may be thinking, how does one distinguish a cherrybark oak from a southern red oak.   The variety name and 
eventual species name comes from the pagoda-shaped leaves.  Southern red oak leaves often have a more triangle-
shaped base, although, they too, are often pagoda-shaped.  However, another distinct difference, in addition to tree 
form, is in the bark.  A young cherrybark oak will start out with smooth bark.   As the tree grows, this smooth bark will 
give way to more rough, platey or scaley bark.   As the tree ages, this bark will continue to “roughen up.”   The 
younger portion of the tree in the upper crown, however, will still have a smoother bark.   So as you look up the trunk 
of a nice sized cherrybark oak, you will see the rougher bark in the lower trunk eventually transitioning to a smoother 
bark in the upper crown.  The bark will range from dark gray to a lighter silver or whitish gray.   The smoother bark 
will coincide with the lighter color and the rougher bark will generally be a little darker. 
 
Southern red oak bark will generally be darker, often black, with a rougher bark.  The roughness will be more in the 
form of deep furrowed bark, rather than the platey or scaley characteristic of the cherrybark oak.  Southern red oak 
will not have near the transition of rough to smooth bark as you look up the tree trunk.   The following pictures below 
depict some of these differences. 

1.______________ Cherrybark Oak A. 
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Cherrybark oak bark 
  Young Bark      Older Bark 

           
 

Southern red oak bark 
                       Young Bark   

  

                                                                 
         cherrybark oak acorn                  southern red oak acorn 
 
 

                Older Bark 
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  southern red oaks          cherrybark oak 
 

          
      southern red oak leaves        cherrybark oak leaves 
 
 
Thanks to Dr. Lockhart for being the voice for the cherrybark oak…a great oak.   So now everything is Oakey Dokey!! 
 

 
 
Events, Thoughts and Tidbits 
 
***If you’d like to see when and where southern pine beetle outbreaks have occurred from 1960-1996, check out 
this animated map of outbreak distribution at: https://www.barkbeetles.org/spb/animate.html 

https://www.barkbeetles.org/spb/animate.html
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***Here’s another website that you might find useful:  https://serch.us/lights 
This is the USDA Climate Hub website.   At this website, you can view drought conditions and cattle heat stress 
conditions across the country.  You can also subscribe to receive monthly alerts for both. 
 
***Drax Biomass recently purchased all the assets of Louisiana Pellets to increase its operations in our region.  They 
now have wood pellet manufacturing facilities in Bastrop and Urania, LA, as well as Gloster, MS and Woodville, TX.   
 
***Southern Regional Extension Forester, Bill Hubbard, presented an excellent program on forestry-related apps 
during the 2017 Ark-La-Tex Forestry Forum.   A copy of his presentation will be included in the proceedings, but if 
you’d like to check out some of these apps now, go to: http://www.sref.info/resources/mobile-apps  and you’ll find 
them.    Mapping tools, tree id, invasive plant id, soil type determination and much, much more are all available for 
use on your smart phone. 
 
***We will be conducting the 2017 Louisiana Forestry Teachers Tour June 12-16 in the Hammond area.  The theme is 
“Think Outside…No Box Required.”  The group will tour forest product mills, forest lands that are being managed 
sustainably as productive forests, wildlife habitat and for recreational use.   At the Bob R. Jones-Idlewild Research 
Station, they will learn about current research on whitetail deer management, as well as the most recent work to 
manage the feral hog problem that landowners and homeowners face.  In addition to all the first hand knowledge 
the group receives as a result of the tour, participants will also receive training and the curriculum guides for Project 
Learning Tree, Project WILD and Project WET.  Check out our Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/la.forestry.teachers.tour. 
 
*** At a recent Wildlife Management Field Day at the LSU AgCenter’s Bob R. Jones-Idlewild Research Station, a new 
state regulation concerning white-tailed deer was discussed.  Retired coordinator of the LDWF Deer Management 
Assistance Program, Emile LeBlanc, told about a regulation that went into effect in March to prevent chronic wasting 
disease from spreading into Louisiana.  The disease, which causes brain damage and ultimately death in deer, has 
been identified in other states, including Arkansas and Texas.  Hunters are now banned from bringing deer carcasses 
from other states into Louisiana unless certain conditions are met.  It is still okay to bring antlers, capes, cleaned skull 
plates and teeth, tanned hides, finished taxidermy mounts, and cut-and-wrapped or deboned meat into the state. 
 
 

 Sincerely, 
 

  

              
      Ricky Kilpatrick 
      Area Forestry Agent 
 
It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no person shall be subjected to discrimination on 
the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability.  If you have a disability which requires 
special assistance for your participation in a meeting, please contact the Bossier Parish Extension Office at (318) 965-
2326 three days prior to the meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     For additional information, call Area Code 318 and . . . 
     BIENVILLE      263-7400            BOSSIER           965-2326  CADDO   226-6805 
     CLAIBORNE      927-3110            DESOTO           872-0533  NATCHITOCHES  357-2224 
     RED RIVER      932-4342            SABINE           256-3406   WEBSTER  371-1317 

A STATE PARTNER IN THE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SYSTEM.  LOUISIANA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE PROVIDES EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN PROGRAMS AND 
EMPLOYMENT.  LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY AND A. & M. COLLEGE. LOUISIANA PARISH GOVERNING BODIES, SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY, AND UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE COOPERATING. 

https://serch.us/lights
http://www.sref.info/resources/mobile-apps
https://www.facebook.com/la.forestry.teachers.tour
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